More About Steel Drums
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The tenor, or lead, steel drum is the primary melody instrument in the steel drum ensemble and has a bright sound quality. It's an ideal instrument for improvisational solos. This instrument ranges from middle C to high E.
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 One of the most versatile instruments in the steel drum family, the double second is an excellent solo or ensemble instrument. With its warm, dark tonal quality, this instrument is used to "comp" chords, carry the melody or solo. It ranges from low E to high Eb.
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Each of the six bass pans has just three notes, ranging from the Bb below the bass staff to Eb. These drums carry the bass line of the music, and are often considered the most fun because it's almost impossible not to dance while playing!

